
August 2011 
 

Latest news from the Rochdale site 
 
The start of August got off to a muddy start, when after 17 months of planning, 
preparation, and waiting for nursery cultivation, our 2 foot high reedbed plants were 
delivered. This huge step forward for the nature reserve at the Rochdale site, was only 
made possible with the generous help of a grant from the Robert Clutterbuck Charitable 
Trust. 
 
With the nature reserve at Rochdale so established with wildlife and birds, we have only 
been able to access it for the work required out of the nesting seasons, and even though 
we were into August, it had to be a quick day of a job to get the plants all in during the 
same day ï so it was all hands on deck for our volunteers. The ponds had all been dug out 
during 2010 after which it had been important to allow things to settle once again before 
the plants were introduced. 
 
These plants will fulfil two very important roles for the nature reserve; they will help clean 
and oxygenate the water, ensuring that the ponds which provide the liquid of life for all our 
resident birds on the reserve, continues to flow crystal clear in its life-supporting role. This 
is especially important as the land at the top where the aviaries stood, all drains down into 
the reserve and ultimately into the ponds. Secondly, they will when matured provide in 
themselves further nesting sites for many other birds which visit us at different times of the 
year. 
 
In total, 259 reeds were planted, and these will be well established before the winter 
weather arrives. Only two feet tall at this time, they will attain a height of around seven feet 
in the not-to-distant future. 
 

         
 

The reeds were taken 
to the Reserve by trailer 
ï very carefully! 
 



        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This is a catchment pond, and 
as such the level varies greatly 
dependent on the weather. 

Catchment pond now planted, grow 
plants grow! 

Another pond before we 
descended on it; they look shallow, 
but vary greatly from shallow 
edges, to up to 5 feet deep. 

It was whilst planting out this pond, 
we noticed there were literally 
thousands of tiny tiny frogs living 
under the plants around the ponds ï 
extra care needed here, and no 
wonder the heronry is increasing 
again this year! 



     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

     

A wonderfully tranquil setting. Not all of the ponds hold their water 
all of the time ï important reasons 
as different birds need mud to feed 
and build their nests. These reeds 
have been placed ready for digging 
in, though with different spacing to 
the water-filled ponds, and will grow 
at different rates. NB the ground is 
extremely boggy underfoot! 

Muddy waters now (especially after 
my size 12ôs were there on this 
pond!) ï soon to be crystal clear 
again. 

In all, eight ponds were planted, and 
our volunteers will ensure these new 
additions are equally as well cared 
for as the rest of the Reserve has 
been since we came to this site in 
1969. 

A huge thank you to everyone for their help so far, we have come a long way since that 
dark day in February 2010, but with such a united effort, the work of Three Owls 
continues in different ways, reaches new people and helps even more birds each day. 


